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Review Staff: 75/3177
9 October 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Bob Kelley of the Senate Select Committee staff
called to say that he is in charge of assembling an
opinion for the Senate Select Committee on the legal
authority for Covert Action. By this he means such
authority other than that contained in the National
Security Act of 1947. He is also concerned with the
power which Congress might have to place limitations on
the Executive Branch in this area. Finally, he is con-
cerned with the question of whether Covert Actions con-
travenes any international law or treaty to which the

" United States may be a party.

The Senate Select Committee has solicited opinions
on this subject from some ten lawyers including, Walt
Rostow, Louis Henken and Raoul Berger.

Kelley notes that the Agency's submissions on this
subject are largely dated including a memorandum by
Larry Houston and a memorandum by the Department of
Justice dated 1962. He proposes to request the Agency
to offer a fresh opinion on this subject and asks that
the Agency also solicit similar opinions from other
members of the intelligence community and lawyers in the
Executive Branch as appropriate.
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